Deacon: The Light of Christ.

O God, who through your Son All: Thanks be to God.
bestowed upon the faithful
the fire of your glory,
sanctify this new fire,
we pray, and grant that,
by these paschal celebrations,
we may be so inflamed
with heavenly desires,
that with minds made pure
we may attain festivities
of unending splendor.

The
Easter
Proclamation




A reading from the
Book of Genesis:

God put Abraham to the test.

He called to him, "Abraham!"

"Here I am," he replied. Then God said: "Take your
son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, and go to the
land of Moriah. There you shall offer him up as a holo-
caust on a height that I will point out to you."

When they came to the place of which God had told
him, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the
wood on it. Then he reached out and took the knife to
slaughter his son. But the LORD's messenger called to
him from heaven, "Abraham, Abraham!"

"Here I am," he answered.

"Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the
messenger. "Do not do the least thing to him. I know
now how devoted you are to God, since you did not
withhold from me your own beloved son." As
Abraham looked about, he spied a ram caught by its
horns in the thicket. So he went and took the ram
and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son.

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from
heaven and said: "I swear by myself, declares the
LORD, that because you acted as you did in not with-
holding from me your beloved son, I will bless you
abundantly and make your descendants as countless
as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore;
your descendants shall take possession of the gates of
their enemies, and in your descendants all the nations
of the earth shall find blessing-- all this because you
obeyed my command."

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm:

R. You are my inheritance, O Lord

O God, supreme Father of the faithful, who increase
the children of your promise by pouring out the grace
of adoption throughout the whole world and who
through the Paschal Mystery make your servant
Abraham father of nations, as once you swore,
grant, we pray, that your peoples may enter worthily
into the grace to which you call them.
Through Christ our Lord.

A reading from the Book of Exodus:

The LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to
me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. And you, lift up
your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea,
split the sea in two, that the Israelites may pass
through it on dry land. But I will make the Egyptians
so obstinate that they will go in after them. Then I will
receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army, his
chariots and charioteers. The Egyptians shall know
that I am the LORD, when I receive glory through
Pharaoh and his chariots and charioteers.”

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel’s camp,
now moved and went around behind them. The
column of cloud also, leaving the front, took up its
place behind them, so that it came between the camp
of the Egyptians and that of Israel. But the cloud now
became dark, and thus the night passed without the
rival camps coming any closer together all night long.
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and
the LORD swept the sea with a strong east wind
throughout the night and so turned it into dry land.
When the water was thus divided, the Israelites
marched into the midst of the sea on dry land, with
the water like a wall to their right and to their left.

The Egyptians followed in pursuit; all Pharaoh’s
horses and chariots and charioteers went after them
right into the midst of the sea. In the night watch just
before dawn the LORD cast through the column of the
fiery cloud upon the Egyptian force a glance that
threw it into a panic; and he so clogged their chariot
wheels that they could hardly drive. With that the
Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, because
the LORD was fighting for them against the Egyptians.

Then the LORD told Moses, “Stretch out your hand
over the sea, that the water may flow back upon the
Egyptians, upon their chariots and their charioteers.”
So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at
dawn the sea flowed back to its normal depth. The
Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, when
the LORD hurled them into its midst. As the water
flowed back, it covered the chariots and the
charioteers of Pharaoh’s whole army which had
followed the Israelites into the sea. Not a single one of
them escaped. But the Israelites had marched on dry
land through the midst of the sea, with the water like a
wall to their right and to their left. Thus the LORD
saved Israel on that day from the power of the
Egyptians.



When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the
seashore and beheld the great power that the LORD
had shown against the Egyptians, they feared the
LORD and believed in him and in his servant Moses.

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the
LORD: I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously
triumphant; horse and chariot he has cast into the sea.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm:

R. I will sing to my God who delivered me from
death, into life, into freedom through the sea.

O God, whose ancient wonders remain undimmed in
splendor even in our day, for what you once bestowed
on a single people, freeing them from Pharaoh’s
persecution by the power of your right hand, now you
bring about as the salvation of the nations through the
waters of rebirth, grant, we pray, that the whole world
may become children of Abraham
and inherit the dignity of Israel’s birthright.
Through Christ our Lord.

A reading from
the Book of the Prophet Isaiah:

Thus says the LORD: All you who are thirsty, come to
the water! You who have no money, come, receive
grain and eat; come, without paying and without cost,
drink wine and milk! Why spend your money for what
is not bread, your wages for what fails to satisfy? Heed
me, and you shall eat well, you shall delight in rich
fare. Come to me heedfully, listen, that you may have
life. I will renew with you the everlasting covenant, the
benefits assured to David. As I made him a witness to
the peoples, a leader and commander of nations, so
shall you summon a nation you knew not, and nations
that knew you not shall run to you, because of the
LORD, your God, the Holy One of Israel, who has
glorified you.

Seek the LORD while he may be found, call him while
he is near. Let the scoundrel forsake his way, and the
wicked man his thoughts; let him turn to the LORD
for mercy; to our God, who is generous in forgiving.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways my ways, says the LORD. As high as the heavens
are above the earth, so high are my ways above your
ways and my thoughts above your thoughts.

For just as from the heavens the rain and snow come
down and do not return there till they have watered
the earth, making it fertile and fruitful, giving seed to
the one who sows and bread to the one who eats,

so shall my word be that goes forth from my mouth;
my word shall not return to me void, but shall do my
will, achieving the end for which I sent it.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm:

R. You shall draw water joyfully from the
springs of salvation.

Almighty ever-living God, sole hope of the world,
who by the preaching of your Prophets unveiled the
mysteries of this present age, graciously increase the
longing of your people, for only at the prompting of

your grace do the faithful progress
in any kind of virtue.
Through Christ our Lord.

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace
to people of good will.

We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

A reading from the letter
of St. Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were
indeed buried with him through baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the

1glfory of the Father, we too might live in newness of
ife.

For if we have grown into union with him through a
death like his, we shall also be united with him in the
resurrection. We know that our old self was crucified
with him, so that our sinful body might be done away
with, that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. For
a dead person has been absolved from sin. As to his
death, he died to sin once and for all; as to his life, he
lives for God. If, then, we have died with Christ,

we believe that we shall also live with him.

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no
more death no longer has power over him.



As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; as to
his life, he lives for God. Consequently, you too must
think of yourselves as being dead to sin and living for
God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA!

A reading from the Holy Gospel
according to Mark

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary,
the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so
that they might go and anoint him. Very early when
the sun had risen, on the first day of the week, they
came to the tomb. They were saying to one another,
"Who will roll back the stone for us from the entrance
to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the
stone had been rolled back; it was very large. On
entering the tomb they saw a young man sitting on the
right side, clothed in a white robe, and they were
utterly amazed. He said to them, "Do not be amazed!
You seek Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified. He has been
raised; he is not here. Behold the place where they laid
him. But go and tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is
going before you to Galilee; there you will see him, as
he told you."

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

RENEWAL
OF

BAPTISMAL
PROMISES

God,; the all-powerful Father
of owr Lovd Jesus Chwist,
has giverw us v new bivthv

by water and the Holy Spirit

Moy he also-keep ws foithful
to-owr Lovd Jesus Chwist

for ever and ever.

SOLEMN BLESSING

May almighty God bless you through today’s Easter
Solemnity and, in his compassion, defend you from
every assault of sin.

R:/ Amen.

And may he, who restores you to eternal life in the
Resurrection of his Only Begotten, endow you with the
prize of immortality.

R:/ Amen.

Now that the days of the Lord’s Passion have drawn to
a close, may you who celebrate the gladness of the
Paschal Feast come with Christ’s help, and exulting in
spirit, to those feasts that are celebrated in eternal joy.
R:/ Amen.

And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down on you and

remain with you for ever.
R:/ Amen.
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